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Red, White,
and WKU

HOMECOMING 2012
A Special Section of the College Heights Herald
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I remember my first Homecoming
parade in 2009. I remember standing
in front of Parking Structure 1 with a
small group of friends and watching as
fire trucks sped through campus before
the parade began. The theme was “Roll
out the Red,” but it seemed FarmHouse
got confused and thought it was “Stop,
Drop and Roll.”
No worries, the float still got second
place.
But that’s not the point. The point is
that this week should be valuable to
every Hilltopper, not just the Greeks.
Many people seem to overlook the importance of this week and head home
before the game even starts. For the life
of me, I can’t figure out why.
This is the week, more than any other
I’ve experienced, where the Hill truly
comes to life.
People from the community and
alumni from throughout the country
flock to this campus to celebrate the
spirit of being a Hilltopper. After all, it’s
called Homecoming for a reason — this
place is our home.
I don’t think I really grasped the concept then as much as I do now. That’s
probably a result of my impending graduation. It’s less than two months away,
and as excited as I am to begin the next
chapter of my life as a “big kid,” every
day I dread leaving just a little bit more.
It isn't just the people or the places
that I'll miss, it's the fact that, as of Dec.
15, my role as a Hilltopper changes
completely.
I won't be here to yell at the refs at football games or scream at the top of my
lungs while the opposing team shoots
free throws. I won't be running back to
the Student Publications building at the
last minute because a story didn't fit or
a caption was wrong. I won't even be
sprinting uphill to try to get to class on
time.

I'll be somewhere
else, watching the
games from my TV
and viewing the online version of the
College Heights Herald.
The fact that this is
my last Homecoming
makes all that ring
just a little bit more
HERRINGTON true than it did last
Managing editor year.
I now have friends
that actually have to come back to campus for Homecoming, and know that
my role next year will be the same is a
little disheartening.
What's life on the other side of WKU
going to be like? How am I supposed to
know what time it is without Guthrie
playing America the Beautiful?
What will I do when the drive home
doesn't include College Street with
Cherry Hall lit up in red and white at the
top of the Hill?
This week is going to be surreal for me,
but it should also be full of memories
for you.
It doesn't matter if a float catches on
fire, if you're Greek or if you dislike football. What matters is that you're here
— and you're a Hilltopper. That's something that will never change or be taken
away from you.
Whether it be for a year or four (or
five…) this campus holds a significant place in the hearts of many. It’s
where we meet best friends and future
spouses. It’s where we learned to work
hard and pick our battles. It’s where we
branched out, took leaps of faith and
grew up a little.
This campus holds victories and defeats for every one of us, and after we
graduate, that’s what we will remember.
And that’s what we will celebrate. This
week is full of traditions, but the most
important is honoring this week for exactly what it is — coming home.
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oh, I just can't wait to be queen
Candidates discuss the
journey to the crown
MARY ANNE ANDREWS

DIVERSIONS@WKUHERALD.COM

On Saturday, WKU will celebrate the
crowning of the 2012 homecoming
queen. Fans will cheer and loved ones
will snap photos. But behind the scenes,
22 girls are already studying flashcards
for their interviews, shopping for dresses and preparing for a week full of activities.
Hopkinsville senior Mackenzie Perkins will represent Alpha Gamma Delta
sorority at homecoming.
The biology major said fellow sorority members had to nominate her before she could be on the court. She said
it’s like going through the rush process
twice.
Perkins said she wanted to run to see
things from another angle, outside her
sorority. To prepare, she’s been practicing questions that may be asked in the
interviews.
The student body voted for their favorite candidate on TopNet on Monday, but the candidates will also receive
scores from interviews with a mystery
panel today.
“I’m just trying to be happy and have a
good time and show people you can do
everything you want to,” she said.
Perkins said she’s most excited about
the volunteer project on Wednesday
that will serve local veterans and ROTC
members.
Jessica Nichols, a senior from Potomac, Md., is sponsored by her sorority, Alpha Kappa Alpha.
The broadcast major said although

most sororities sponsor a homecoming
candidate, other members are still welcome to run.
Nichols said she is most nervous about
the interviews.
“I’m really just trying to evaluate myself and think about what I’ve done over
the past four years that has brought me
to here,” she said.
When it comes to clothes, Nichols
said, “Anything red, white or black, I
bought it. I’m just so excited.”
Bowling Green junior Keyana Boka
went shopping over the weekend to find
the perfect dress for the game. She said
picking the right outfit was hard work.
Boka, who is sponsored by the Student
Government Association and serves
as its executive vice president, said she
paid for her posters.
Nominees are only allowed to hang 50,
11-by-17-inch flyers in designated areas
on campus.
“I’m most excited about riding in a car
in the parade,” she said.
Madisonville senior Casey Hopson
went to Atlanta over the weekend to
shop for outfits.
“I’m looking for something classy and
elegant with school spirit, maybe red,”
she said.
Hopson is a public health major and
is sponsored by Alpha Phi Alpha and
Black Student Alliance.
“I am doing a lot of thinking about the
interviews,” she said. “I’m meeting so
many people and I can’t wait to meet
the other candidates.”

Homecoming queen candidates could begin displaying their posters on Oct. 1. The 22 candidates have strict rules to follow in placing their posters. DEMETRIUS FREEMAN/HERALD
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Open up your world
with a major in
Communication

Fine Arts Center, Room 130
Phone: (270) 745-3296
www.wku.edu/communication

Communication is key to any future.
RAMMELL LEWIS, #96, STARTING DEFENSIVE TACKLE, PUBLIC RELATIONS MAJOR

Recognized for our success
on and off the field.
The School would like to acknowledge all of our athletes, band members,
broadcasters, producers, radio hosts, faculty and students for their
efforts this 2012 Homecoming! Red, White and WKU!
8:30-10:00 am Student Publications Breakfast
Carol Knicely Conference Center
11:30-2:00 pm Alumni BBQ
At the SJ&B Tent near the Guthrie Bell Tower
and Studio II ( rear of Academic Complex)

Advertising
Broadcasting
Film
News/Editorial Journalism
Mass Communication
Photojournalism
Public Relations
School of

Journalism & Broadcasting
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Military Science - A variety of beneﬁts are associated with being School of Teacher Education - Programs in the School are part
a part of the WKU Army ROTC program either as a degree-seeking
student or a contracted cadet. All participants acquire leadership
skills, conﬁdence and self-discipline and most participants are able
to ﬁnance their education through program scholarships.

of the Professional Education Unit, which is nationally and state accredited by the National Council for Accreditation of Teacher Education
and Kentucky’s Education Professional Standards Board, respectively,
to serve the needs of children birth through high school.

Educational Leadership Doctoral Program - The program is Educational Administration, Leadership & Research - The
intentional about providing students international experiences,
Department is launching a newly-revised principal preparation
including recent visits to such countries as China, France, Malaysia, program that places a heavy emphasis on ﬁeld experiences, better
Spain, & India.
preparing aspiring school leaders for the challenging work or
education administration.

Psychology - Psychology is among the largest undergraduate

Counseling & Student Affairs - The Department operates the

majors at WKU, with approximately 600 students, and is the largest Tally Family Counseling Center.
full-time graduate program. Graduates of the program have achieved
high-level positions in such organizations as the U.S. Army Research
Institute at Ft. Hood, Texas; Humana; and the Department of
Psychological and Brain Sciences at the University of Louisville.

Welcome Home
Alumni!

CEBS

HOMECOMING

BRUNCH

Saturday, October 20, 2012
10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.
Gary A. Ransdell Hall

Tour our new home in Ransdell Hall, enjoy brunch, visit with friends and
former classmates, and learn more about the innovative programs and
accomplishments of the College!

For more information on this free event or to register by phone,
contact Cathie Bryant at (270) 745-4664 or register online at alumni.wku.edu/cebhcl2
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The WKU Army ROTC program is a nationally renowned program with its roots tracing
back to the spring of 1917.
In 2013, the battalion will commission 8 cadets who have been nationally recognized for
ranking in the top 20% of their class; one of them ranking 8 out of 5,592.
If you’re looking for an opportunity to lead, serve, and make a difference, you’ve come
to the right place.
The faint of heart need not inquire.

We’re not looking for just anybody. We’re looking for the best of the best.
Men and women with the heart of a servant and the capacity to lead.
We transform scholars into soldier athletes and warrior leaders.

Military Science and Leadership Department Diddle Arena 1511 Western Kentucky University 1906 College Heights Blvd. #31090 Bowling Green, KY 42101-1090

http://www.wku.edu/rotc ~ http://www.wku.edu/rotc/contact ~ 270-745-6054 or 1-888-WKU-AMMO
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WELCOME BACK

ALUMNI
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Homecoming Events
Thursday, October 18

t%JFSLT#FOUMFZ)PNFDPNJOH$PODFSU
QN %JEEMF"SFOB
Friday, October 19

  

{

{

t)BMMPG%JTUJOHVJTFE"MVNOJ-VODIFPOBOE*OEVDUJPO$FSFNPOZ
BNUPQN 4MPBO$POWFOUJPO$FOUFS
t)PNFDPNJOH1BSBEFi3FE 8IJUF BOE8,6w
QN $PMMFHF)FJHIUT#PVMFWBSEUP%PXOUPXO#PXMJOH(SFFO

Cool Fall Style
HIP, TRENDY,
AFFORDABLE!
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Chic Fashion at
a Cheap Price!

Saturday, October 20

417 Park Row
On The Square

270.904.4449

PHOTO: WALDEN’S SR 17

bluetiquecheapchic.com

Everyday low
lo
ow pric
prices!
ces
s!

t"UIMFUJD)BMMPG'BNF*OEVDUJPOT$FSFNPOZ
BNUPQN %JEEMF"SFOB

Springhill Liquors
Crown
C
ro
Royal 750 ml
J
ac Daniels 750 ml
Jack
HIP, TRENDY,
AFFORDABLE!
Chic Fashion at
a Cheap Price!

$21.99

Everyday
E
L
Low Prices!!

Jagermeister 750 ml
Natural
N
atural Light
Light 18
1 pack
Pucker
Vodka 750 ml
P
uc

$10.99
You must be 21 to enter our packaged liquor store. I.D. required for purchase.

$19.99
Springhill Liquors
(270) 782-5551

2037 Russellville Road
Bowling Green, KY 42101
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Three to join Hall of Distinguished Alumni
SHELBY ROGERS

NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

A World War II flying ace, a renowned sculptor and the first
African-American student to attend
WKU will be inducted into the WKU
Hall of Distinguished Alumni this
weekend.
The 2012 inductees will be formally
added to HODA Friday at a luncheon
celebrating their successes in the
Sloan Convention Center at 11:30
a.m.
Donald Smith, associate vice presi-

dent for the WKU Alumni Association, said he’s excited to hear “three
unique stories from three different
times in history.”
“This is the highest honor bestowed
on an alumnus,” he said. “There’s
great pride in knowing they are one of
the select few inducted for this honor.”
Smith said each year’s inductees are
special, but this year’s inductees are
particularly unique to the university.
“We’re inducting a renowned sculptor (Mr. Faxon) with work displayed
on campus into the group,” he said.

Victor Strahm
Brig. Gen. Victor Strahm, a 1915 graduate from Western Kentucky State Normal School, is a posthumous inductee
to the alumni group.
Strahm, who was a principal planner of
air support for the D-Day landings in
Normandy, died on May 11, 1957, according to his biography on the alumni
website.
Strahm received numerous awards for
his service, including the U.S. Legion of
Merit with one Oak Leaf Cluster.

“As the first African-American student, Ms. Munday was really a pioneer
of her time for what she did for civil
rights on this university. No one was
a pioneer quite like her…We think of
WWII being the greatest generation,
and the stories of WWII can be forgotten sometimes. Mr. Strahm’s story is
one that I’m glad is being told.”
Tracy Morrison, associate director of
Alumni Relations, is in her 10th year
heading up the year-long process to
find inductees for HODA. She said the
events planned for the inductees are
very special and really seeks to honor

Russell Faxon

Inductee sculptor Russell Faxon, who
specializes in bronze work, currently
lives in Bell Buckle, Tenn., and grew up
in Bowling Green.
A 1973 graduate, Faxon currently has
three of his works on campus — Robert
Guthrie at Guthrie Bell Tower, Coach
Diddle in front of Diddle Arena and the
Red Towel outside Smith Stadium, according to Faxon’s biography. Faxon’s
work is displayed throughout the U.S.
and internationally.

them.
Additional events planned for inductees include invitations to the
Summit Dinner honoring volunteers
on Thursday, where they will be a
guest at president Gary Ransdell’s
table. Each inductee will receive a
smaller version of the plaque going in
the Hall of Distinguished Alumni to
take home for display.
On game day Saturday, the inductees will be guests in Ransdell’s tent
and will also be called on to the field
at halftime for special recognition,
Morrison said.

Margaret Munday
Margaret Munday, a 1960 graduate,
was the first African-American undergraduate to attend classes at Western
Kentucky State College. She transferred
from Kentucky State after higher education institutions were desegregated in
1956.
After graduating, Munday became
the first black teacher at Auburn High
school, where she taught music. She
retired from teaching in Logan County
in 1995 after more than 30 years as a
chorus and music teacher.
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Dogs to participate in
Homecoming parade
TAYLOR HARRISON

He said the dog band
should receive an award
this year.
“The dogs should get the
award,” Hamburger said.
“They are the cutest among
all of the people.”
Hamburger sent an email
out to WKU faculty and
staff, inviting them to participate in the parade with
their dogs.

across the university camNEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
pus as a community,” Kirby
said. “We have a common
This year’s Homecoming
interest in our pets and it’s
Parade will be going to the
easy to, you know, meet
dogs if one professor has
new people, make new
anything to say about it.
connections, so I just think
Big Red Barking Band will
it would be lots of fun.”
be returning to the parade
She said she thinks the
for its second go.
event is very creative.
Peter Hamburger, a proMaureen Wilk, office asfessor in the math departsociate in Journalism and
ment, has been
Broadcasting,
organizing the
said she particiband since the
pates in all the
beginning.
events at the uni“I love dogs,”
versity involving
Hamburger said.
dogs, such as the
“They are very
Pooch Pageant,
cute, and there
but wasn’t able
are a lot of kids
to walk in the paand people on
rade last year.
— Gail Kirby
the road watchWilk said she’s
Special Education professor
ing them.”
excited to parHamburger is
ticipate with her
inviting people to bring
In the spirit of the event, shih tzus, Muffy and Fluffy.
their dogs to walk in the Hamburger said he signed
“I just support the univerparade, as a few people in his email as Lily, his golden sity with anything that has
the front of the group hold retriever.
to do with animals,” Wilk
a banner.
“I got all the emails re- said.
Hamburger also contact- sponding to her, not to me,
Ladonna Hunton, ased WNKY to ask if Radar and usually people write sociate vice president for
the Weather Dog would their emails like the dog Academic Budgets and Adlike to walk with the group. writes it,” Hamburger said. ministration will be walkIf someone is available
Gail Kirby, assistant pro- ing with her yorkie, Tucker,
to bring him, the station fessor in the department of who she said is “full of attitold Hamburger he would Special Education, said she tude.”
come.
played with Hamburger by
Hunton said she has nevEven though they didn’t responding to the email er walked in the parade.
win any awards for their from the point of view of
“Any time you can get
participation last year, he her standard poodle, Olive, more people to participate
said the crowd responded and included a picture.
in the Homecoming Pato the group favorably and
“You know, this kind of rade, appropriately, it’s a
petted the dogs.
thing brings us together fun thing,” Hunton said.

“

“

This kind of
thing brings us
together across
the university

Former queens reminisce
their crowning moment
ZIRCONIA ALLEYNE

DIVERSIONS@WKUHERALD.COM

The ballots have been cast for
Homecoming queen, and the men of
the gridiron prepare to take on Louisiana Monroe on Saturday.
One of the most anticipated moments of the game will be during halftime when one of 22 candidates will
be crowned the new queen of WKU.
But where did life take past Homecoming queens, and what are they doing now?
Betty (Thompson)
McGuire,
who won in 1979,
remembered being on homecoming court a little
differently.
There was no
TopNet and there
wasn’t an interview process. McMcGuire
Guire said all the
1979 Queen
promotion
was
done only through
flyers and word of mouth.
“The candidates did not go through
an interview process when we were in
school,” she said. “(Students) also had
to physically go vote in the Downing
Center.”
After working in Lexington for 17
years, McGuire found her way back
to Bowling Green as the manager/
buyer at Caroline’s Boutique. However, her memories of WKU and being
crowned queen stuck with her.
During undergrad, McGuire was
a scholarship twirler for the Big Red
Marching Band. She said being on the
field in a different role was “weird.”
“The announcement was a blur,”
McGuire said. “After my name was
announced the band cheered behind
me.”

Since she couldn’t remember her
crowning moment, her mother compiled a scrapbook of the event.
“It still brings back emotions from
that day,” McGuire said.
Sybil (Mathis) Booker faced the
Homecoming jitters twice during her
undergraduate career. Sponsored by
her sorority Delta Sigma Theta, the Paducah native was runner-up in 1994.
She took home the crown in 1995.
Booker said she was surprised to hear
her name called.
“I was extremely excited and overwhelmed,” she said. “My whole family
was there in the stands.”
Most of all, Booker said she enjoyed
bonding with the other candidates.
“We were together pretty much every day that entire week,” she said. “I
actually keep in touch with some of
the girls on Facebook.”
After school, the education major
taught middle school for seven years,
became an assistant principal
and got married.
Now, she resides in Aurora,
Colo., with her
husband and two
children.
Booker said no
matter
where
she’s lived she’s
always felt connected to WKU.
Booker
“My kids know
1995 Queen
who Big Red is,”
she said. “I was
always proud to be a Hilltopper, but
being in that elite group was really an
honor.”
To the new queen, McGuire said enjoy the moment.
“Stay grounded,” she said. “After
that, you feel a special connection
with those who have been before and
those who come after.”
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CELEBRATE
HOMECOMING
2012
There are more than 80 Homecoming activities throughout Homecoming week!
Thursday, October 18
Homecoming Chili & Cheese Luncheon and Pep Rally
11:00am to 1:00pm
First Christian Church, 1106 State Street in Bowling Green
$5 for a Wendy’s bowl of chili, grilled cheese sandwich,
Coca Cola, & dessert!
Pep Rally with Coach Willie Taggart, WKU Football players,
Pep Band, Cheerleaders, & Topperettes begins at Noon.

Friday, October 19
2012 Blue Cotton Homecoming Parade
“Red, White, & WKU”
5:00pm
College Heights Blvd. to Fountain Square Park in
Downtown Bowling Green
HOMECOMING CONCERT IN THE PARK
Featuring Ernie Small Blues Band
5:00 to 6:30pm
Fountain Square Park
While you wait for the parade to arrive downtown,
enjoy music by Ernie Small Blues Band.
BIG RED’S ROAR
Homecoming Pep Rally
6:30pm
Fountain Square Park
Hear from Coach Willie Taggart & members of the WKU
Football Team as WKU students & the community gear
up for Saturday’s Homecoming football game!

Saturday, October 20 - Homecoming Day!
FESTIVAL OF FRIENDS
Homecoming Tailgating
Noon to 3:00pm
Various Campus Locations
For a list of reserved Homecoming tailgate tent locations,
visit www.alumni.wku.edu/homecoming.
HOMECOMING FOOTBALL GAME
Hilltoppers vs. Louisiana-Monroe
3:00pm
Houchens L.T. Smith Stadium
To reserve your game ticket, call the WKU Ticket Ofﬁce at
1-800-5BIGRED.
Support the following downtown businesses & receive these
special offers during Homecoming Friday Night festivities!
440/Micki’s on Main

Morris Jewelry

$5 Big Red Martini

Free ring polishing & cleaning

Barbara Stewart Interiors

Subway on Park Row

15% discount on any regular priced merchandise

Buy a six inch sub & a drink & receive
a free bag of chips

Bluetique
Free gift with purchase

TeaSquares

Candle Makers on the Square

Free samples of the Big Red Chocolate Velvets

15% off with WKU ID

Zingarella

Caroline’s Boutique

15% discount when mentioning WKU

25% off any red or white merchandise

Mariah’s
10% discount when mentioning WKU

For a complete listing of activities, visit
www.alumni.wku.edu/homecoming.
For more information on Homecoming
2012, contact Ginny Hensley, WKU Alumni
Association, at (270) 745-4395 or ginny.
hensley@wku.edu.
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Although next year’s Independence Day is months
away, WKU’s Alumni Association found a way for Hilltoppers to “celebrate the American spirit.”
“Red, White, and WKU”
is this year’s Homecoming
theme, based partially around
the 2012 Presidential Election
that is two weeks away.
Ginny Hensley, director of
Alumni Programming and
co-chair of Homecoming Activities, said she and 12 other
committee members come
up with and vote on the top
four or five themes each year.
Unlike the past three years,
when the WKU community
could go online to vote for a
theme, this year the committee let President Gary Ransdell
make the final decision.
Festivities for Homecoming
will be October 13-21. Hensley
says preparing for Homecoming Week started immediately
after last year’s festivities ended.
“We’ll start researching
themes, we’ll start discussing
events we’re going to include
next year right after this one
ends,” Hensley said.
This year’s schedule of events
includes more than 80 activities for students and alumni to
participate in.
Hensley, who is a graduate of
WKU, said the parade and tailgating are two of the activities
she enjoys the most.
“We have such fantastic tail-

gating Saturday for Homecoming,” she said. “I mean
there’s not many campuses
that have what we have. We
have so many tents, and it’s
just a totally different atmosphere on Homecoming day
than it is anywhere else.”
As an alum, she said enjoys
watching students participate
in “student mode.”
“Everything here is a tradition, and when we watch the
students in action, we relive
that,” Hensley said.
But there have been some
mixed reactions to the theme.
Richmond senior Sarah
Bruckner said she wishes this
year’s theme was more exciting.
“I just don’t think that Homecoming should have anything to do with the election,”
Bruckner said. “Some people
don’t vote or are not politically
involved.”
Lexington junior Jenesa Moran disagrees and is excited
about the theme.
“It shows that WKU supports the election, and the colors being so close to ours is a
perk,” Moran said.
Just as alumni reconnect
with their past, Moran says
the best part of Homecoming
for her is seeing that she too
has a future.
“Seeing all the alumni come
back motivates me to know
it’s very possible to graduate
and go somewhere,” Moran
said. “I one day too will be an
alumni.”

15

WKU anticipates patriotic
Homecoming activities

"Red, White, and WKU"
theme for election year
CHELA COUNTS

PAGE

JACOB PARKER &
KAYLA SWANSON

DIVERSIONS@WKUHERALD.COM

DOROTHY EDWARDS/HERALD

This year’s Homecoming
parade will have an Olympic
twist.
Olympic gold medalist Claire
Donahue will be the grand
marshal for the parade, Ginny
Hensley, director of Alumni
Programming and co-chair of
Homecoming Activites said.
“It’s kind of neat that we have
a patriotic theme,” Hensley
said. “She just finished the
Olympics, and it all sort of ties
together.”
This year’s theme is “Red,
White, and WKU.”
The parade starts at 5 p.m.
on Friday at the intersection of
Avenue of Champions and College Heights Boulevard, then
turns left on State Street and
ends at Fountain Square Park
downtown.
Construction has not affected
the route, but has affected the
staging for the parade.
“The floats will come up Avenue of Champions the wrong
way from the bottom, and we’ll
have to leave that section open,
so it will be tight,” Hensley said.
Despite the logistical problems with staging, she said
there are more float entries this
year.
“We’ll make it happen,
though,” she said. “We always
do.”
Once the parade ends, it will
be followed by Big Red’s Roar, a
pep rally at Fountain Square to
get students excited for Saturday's game against LouisianaMonroe.

This is third year the parade
route has gone downtown, and
Hensley said emphasis was
placed on involving the businesses there.
Hensley said some of the
businesses are giving discounts
on red and white items Friday
night.
“The downtown community
has been so incredibly generous to us,” she said. “They encourage you to come down and
literally bring a lawn chair and
enjoy the festivities and shop.”
To prepare campus for the
parade, Joshua Twardowski,
manager of Campus Services,
said his team has been sweeping the streets of the parade
and making sure contractors
doing construction stop work
and clean up the day before the
parade.
“It’s very important for returning faculty, staff and alumni to be impressed as much as
possible,” Twardowski said.
Julie Denton, a parade volunteer, said in an email that Big
Red’s Roar has improved each
year.
“Each time we’ve learned
something different about how
to make it work better with the
number of students and spectators on the square,” Denton
said.
She said the stage has been
moved to accommodate more
students this year.
At the end of the parade, the
Homecoming Queen candidates will be introduced.
Hensley said there would a
few surprises at this year’s parade — but wouldn’t reveal any.
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Four being inducted into WKU Athletics Hall of Fame
HERALD STAFF
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM

Four new members will be inducted
into WKU’s Athletic Hall of Fame on Saturday morning in Diddle Arena.
John Hall (football), Stan Markham
(baseball), David Murphy (track/cross
country) and Joel Murrie (baseball) will
make up the 22nd class of the school’s
Athletic Hall of Fame.
The 2012 class will be inducted in ceremonies highlighting the annual W-Club
Homecoming Brunch, set for 10 a.m. Saturday in the women’s basketball practice
gym in Diddle Arena.

John Hall — Football, 4 letters (1977, ’78,
’79, ’80)

John Hall, a White House, Tenn., native,
came to WKU in 1977 and immediately
made an impact on Topper football.
He took over as starting quarterback
in the seventh game of his rookie season
on his way to starting every game (34 in a
row) through the remainder of his college
career.
An All-Ohio Valley Conference quarterback both his junior and senior seasons,
Hall was the OVC Offensive Player of the
Year as a junior in 1979 and narrowly
missed repeating in 1980.
Hall led WKU to OVC championships in
both 1978 (undefeated in conference play
at 6-0 and 8-2 overall) and 1980 (6-1 in the
league and 9-1 overall).
He finished his career 286-of-57 for
3,876 yards and 30 touchdowns.
Hall now lives in San Antonio, where he
works in the health care industry for Victory HealthCare.

Stan Markham — Baseball, 4 letters (1966,
’67, ’68, ’69)

Bowling Green native Stan Markham
was the ace on the mound for Topper
baseball teams of the late 1960s.
He appeared in 30 games in his four seasons, posting a 2.79 career earned run average in 183.1 innings pitched and leading
the Topper staff in IP each spring.
Markham earned All-OVC recognition

in both his junior and senior seasons.
A lefty with a big curve ball and outstanding control, he posted an impressive 1.94 strikeouts-to-base-on-balls ratio
(157-81) and averaged a sharp 0.86 strikeouts per inning.
He led (or tied for the lead) in wins in
three seasons and was first or second on
the club in both appearances and ERA
each spring.
Following his career at WKU, he signed
a professional contract and played minor
league baseball in the Cincinnati Reds organization.
Markham is a businessman in Bowling Green, where he is the owner of Stan
Markham Financial Services.

graduate assistant coach with the baseball team and remained on the coaching
staff for nearly 30 years.
While completing his master’s degree,
he put in two years as an assistant coach
and then began a 26-year run as head
coach in 1980.
Under his guidance, Topper baseball
amassed 815 victories — the most ever
by a WKU coach in a single sport and second only to E.A. Diddle in victories in all
sports.
Murrie’s 1,475 games as a WKU head
coach are also the most for a Topper coach
in a single sport.
Murrie’s teams posted winning records

in 17 seasons and his clubs recorded four
of the five 40-win seasons in school history, including the program’s all-time best
47-13-1 mark in 1980.
That team won the OVC championship
and narrowly missed a berth in the College World Series, finishing as the runnerup in the NCAA regional at Tallahassee.
Murrie earned conference coach of the
year honors four times (twice in both the
OVC and the Sun Belt Conference) and
was the NCAA South Region Coach of the
Year in 1980.
He now lives in Colorado and supervises
amateur scouting in nine states for the
Los Angeles Angels.

David Murphy — Cross Country, 2 letters
(1979, ’80); Track, 3 letters (1979, ’80, ’81)
A product of Liverpool, England, David
Murphy transferred to WKU from Nevada-Reno and won the 10,000-meter run
in the OVC Championships in both 1979
and ’81.
His 28:39.6 time in that event in ’79 remains the OVC record 33 years later.
Murphy also took top honors in the OVC
two-mile run in ’81.
He was named the Outstanding Track
Performer at the 1979 Dogwood Relays.
In 1981, Murphy ran a school record 28.05
in the 10,000 meters at the Dogwood Relays, a WKU standard that stood for 11
years and has only been bettered one time
since.
For his efforts as a Topper runner, Murphy was honored with the berth on the
OVC All-Half Century Track Team in 1998.
He was the runner-up in the 1984 New
York Marathon and was a two-time winner of the prestigious Falmouth Road
Race.
Murphy lives in Oakland, Calif., and is
the Senior Brand Marketing Manager for
the Performance Division of The North
Face outdoor company.
Joel Murrie — Baseball, Head Coach (198005); Assistant Baseball Coach (1978-79)
Joel Murrie came to WKU in 1977 as

Former pitcher Stan Markham will be one of four former WKU sports figures inducted into
the WKU Athletics Hall of Fame on Saturday. Markham was an all-Ohio Valley Conference
pitcher twice in his career. PHOTO PROVIDED BY WKU ATHLETICS
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“Are you looking forward to the
Dierks Bentley homecoming concert?”
“I am. Luckily I’m a huge
fan of country music, so it’s
right up my alley, where as it
isn’t with the MASTER Plan
concerts, which are mostly
pop.”
-Kyle Stewart,
Louisville sophomore

“I am, but I won’t be able
to go to it. But most of my
sorority sisters already have
tickets and I’m excited for
them to go.”
-Morgan Sowders,
Bowling Green sophomore

“I actually am not. I’m not a fan
of Dierks Bentley. I don’t know a
lot of his music.”
-Tarah Hendrix,
St. Louis sophomore

Students anticipate
Dierks Bentley
homecoming concert
ELLA BURNSIDE

DIVERSIONS@WKUHERALD.COM

On Thursday, hundreds of WKU students will flood Diddle Arena for the
highly publicized Homecoming concert.
This year the Student Activities Board is
bringing Dierks Bentley.
The Grammy-nominated country
music artist recently shared the stage
with Willie Nelson at a concert honoring Johnny Cash. Bentley is famous for
crafting unique and exciting songs that
have been instant radio hits.
Bentley’s sixth album, “Home,” was
released earlier this year and the album’s
first three singles earned extensive airtime on country music stations.
The impending arrival of Bentley, who
is currently the youngest member of the
Grand Ole Opry, has aroused excitement
from country music fans all over campus, including Louisville sophomores
Emily Roach and Brittany Moster.
Roach and Moster, who attended Luke
Bryan’s concert at Homecoming last
year, purchased Dierks Bentley tickets
the day after they went on sale.
When asked what her favorite Dierks

Bentley songs were, Roach said she really likes “Home” and “Am I the Only One.”
Both girls agreed that all of Bentley’s
songs were good.
“His voice is like heaven,” Roach said.
Moster said she loved his voice but
also thinks he’s attractive and has great
hair.
She expects Bentley to put on a “crazy,
awesome” show.
Both girls said they enjoyed seeing
country music artists at WKU two years
in a row.
“It’s fine by me because I like country music, but I know a lot of people
who don’t,” Moster said. “They could
maybe switch it up or do another event
like Cage the Elephant, because Homecoming is kind of the country (event) I
guess.”
Dierks Bentley tickets are available at
the Diddle Arena box office or via phone
at 1-800-5-BIG-RED. Tickets are $20 in
advance for WKU students/staff or $35
for non-students. Tickets will be $30 at
the door for students/staff or $45 for
non-students. Doors open at 6 p.m. and
the show starts at 7 p.m.

Top 5 Dierks Bentley Songs

“I will not go, but I know a lot of
people will like it.”
-Jordan Kassel,
Louisville senior

Name

Album

Tip It On Back
5-1-5-0
What Was I Thinkin’
Home
Sideways

Home
Home
Dierks Bentley
Home
Feel That Fire
Source: iTunes
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NPHC step show
canceled
QUICHE MATCHEN

NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

The step show hosted by the National
Pan-Hellenic Council has been canceled
this year due to “logistical issues.”
The step show has been a popular
homecoming tradition since it was first
brought to WKU in 1969 in Downing University Center.
The NPHC consists of WKU’s nine historically African-American sororities and
fraternities that organize educational programs, dances and other events.
A large portion of proceeds from events
such as the step show normally go toward
the NPHC’s scholarship funds, awarded
yearly to two students.
Kenneth Johnson, assistant director of
Student Activities and NPHC adviser, said
in an email the cancellation is regrettable.

“Unfortunately, there were logistical issues, which could not be overcome which
resulted in the cancellation of this event,”
Johnson said.
Lloren Foster, Omega Psi Phi adviser,
said he didn’t have a comment about the
cancellation.
Some students were disappointed to
discover the step show is canceled.
Louisville freshman Shelby Alexander
said she didn’t know the step show has
been canceled and looked forward to going.
“I wanted to go to it because it’s
my first year and I wanted to get that
experience,”Alexander said.
Liberian junior Mariama Kamara said
she went last year with her family.
“I’m very upset, because it was fun for all
of my family, especially my little brother,"
she said. "He’s in a little dance crew and he

From left, Mt. Sterling senior Tristan Jones, Louisville junior Josh Miller and Hopkinsville senior Michael
Warren Jr represent Alpha Phi Alpha on Sept. 9, 2011 in the Skee-Phi Yard Show in Garrett Ballroom.

JABIN BOTSFORD/HERALD

loved to see them step.”
Kamara said she hopes there will be a
step show next year so she can invite her
cousin from Arizona.
“I wanted to invite her because it would

WELCOME

show her how fun college is and encourage her to come here,” she said.
Johnson said the council is committed to the step show and looks forward to
hosting the event in the future.

BACK

SAE Alumni

Association of Sigma Alpha Epsilon
Southern Kentucky Area Alumni
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Stop in and see our new fall merchandise!
Our autumn-inspired arrangements and
accessories will be sure to impress this
season. Our assortment of windchimes
and candles will have you FALLing in love
with this time of year!

with

flowers
again

Hours: Monday-Friday 8am-5pm
Saturday-9:30am-12:30pm
Closed Sunday
514 Regents Avenue
Bowling Green, KY
Homecoming Week
42101
(270) 745-3382
Additional 20% Off
www.wku.edu/floralshop
October 15-20

Floral Design

Training Center and Floral Shop
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Source: www.wku.edu/transportation/maps/2012_fall_tailgating_map.pdf
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Missoula, Monta

na

Managed by

WKU® Study Away
A unit of DELO

Wishing you a Red White and WKU Homecoming!
,

GO TOPS!
Ogden Alumni are invited to stop by the Ogden College Homecoming
Tent during the Festival of Friends South Lawn
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Homecoming candidate prepares for
future after bout with cancer
ANNA ANDERSON

DIVERSIONS@WKUHERALD.COM

Crestwood senior and homecoming candidate, Alyson Cooke poses for a portrait. This
time last year Cooke was battling cancer but has resumed her normal schedule.
DEMETRIUS FREEMAN/HERALD

Crestwood senior and Homecoming
queen candidate Alyson Cooke will be
struggling to balance her normal workload
while preparing for festivities and attending
events this week.
Yet, this time last year, the Baptist Campus Ministry’s nominee was in a different
kind of struggle altogether. Cooke was battling cancer.
“It’s just been like a roller coaster ride —
my time at Western,” she said.
During the spring of her sophomore year
in 2011, the honors student had a lingering
cough. She went to Health Services, but she
said the physicians there couldn’t find anything wrong.
Cooke’s cough continued through the
semester and into the summer. She was
preparing to go on a mission trip to China
and Thailand for two months and was concerned the cough would get worse overseas, she said.
Shortly before she was scheduled to leave
the U.S., Cooke said she decided to go to a
doctor closer to home. After getting an Xray to check for pneumonia, she found out
some troubling news.
The doctor located a grapefruit-sized tumor lodged in her chest, Cooke said. It was
over her heart and part of her right lung,
pressing on her windpipe.
“After that, everything moved pretty fast,”
Cooke said.
The tumor was biopsied and Cooke prepared for six months of chemotherapy
treatment — and for her junior year at
WKU.
The sociology major decided she didn’t
want to take the time off from school or
from the people she had met there.
“I kind of wanted to be with my friends
during the whole thing,” she said.
In the fall 2011 semester, Cooke was enrolled in 15 hours of classes, nine online
and six on campus. Every week, she’d make
a two-and-a-half-hour drive back and forth
from Bowling Green to Crestwood.
During the days she spent at home, Cooke
said she had a lot of support there. In addition to her family, she had her boyfriend,

University of Louisville senior Philip Smith.
The couple had only been dating for three
months when she was diagnosed and they
had just gotten over a fight, Cooke said.
Since then, the couple hasn’t looked back.
Smith was enrolled full-time at the University of Louisville, but he never missed a
chemo treatment. He kept Cooke company
during the therapy by watching movies
with her or going to dinner afterward.
“She was really strong through it all, so
that made it easier for me,” Smith said.
Cooke said she was able to remain strong
through chemo because of her faith and
the strength from Smith, her friends and
her family.
Four weeks into chemotherapy treatments, something surprising happened.
During a routine scan that monitored how
the tumor was reacting to therapy, the doctor couldn’t find it. The doctors couldn’t
explain how or why the tumor had disappeared entirely.
“It was just a miracle from the Lord,” she
said.
She continued chemotherapy treatments
for the next five months to be safe. Cooke
said the doctors told her they could kill the
cancerous cells in a best-case scenario, but
she would still have a benign tumor at the
end of her treatments.
At the beginning of the next semester, she
returned to school full-time. Cooke said it
was an adjustment to act like a normal college student like before.
“It took a while to get used to having responsibilities again,” she said.
In the time that has passed, Cooke has
become president of the Baptist Campus
Ministry and remained active in Omega
Phi Alpha sorority. She also has an internship with the Boys and Girls Club in Bowling Green.
Despite all her extracurriculars, Cooke’s
relationship with Smith remains strong.
Smith said the trials they went through in
the beginning laid a good foundation.
“During that time, it just really grew our
relationship with God and with each other,”
he said.
In September, he proposed. Cooke’s next
CAT scan is in two weeks, and the couple
will wed in July.
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ncle Sam Says...

It Better!

Come Home to Chuck’s!
Proudly supporting WKU
for over 40 years!
Follow us!

www.chucksliquoroutlets.com

